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West Prairie Lutheran Church, LCMC 
40041 150th Ave., P.O. Box 9, Leland, IA 50453—641-567-3733 

www.westprairiechurch.com— email: westprairie.lc@gmail.com 

Steven Bang, pastor — 641-590-7894 
The mission of West Prairie Lutheran Church shall be to proclaim the Gospel  

of Jesus Christ to all through worship, education, outreach and fellowship. 
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West Prairie Church Council Minutes 

 

A year ago, my October newsletter article asked 
these questions: “Why do bad things happen to good 
people? Why am I depressed or lonely or sick? Why 
does that Christian have to suffer with cancer?” 

I had to go back and read what I wrote since now 
my wife, Jonie, has been diagnosed with cancer and we 
are beginning our journey in dealing with it with God’s 
help. We are in God’s hands.  We don’t know where 
this will take us but we know the Lord will be with us 
every step of the way. 

The following were some of the points of the article 
that I read. I hope they will speak to you in your per-
sonal circumstance. Affliction is a mystery that’s hard 
to figure out. The only thing that’s not hard to figure 
out is the fact that it is going to come, ready or not. 
How do we know it’s coming? Because the Bible says it 
will. In the Sermon on the Mount, for example, Jesus 
said that the sun rises on the evil and the good and 
God sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. The 
fact is that we live in a broken world. 

James, in his letter knew that trials would come our 
way and he said, “Count it all joy, my brethren, when 
you meet various trials, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness.” (James 1:2,3)  
James knew that health, wealth, and prosperity are not 
the goal of the gospel. The goal of the gospel is quite 
the opposite. The goal of the gospel is to be so satisfied 
with Christ that our circumstances don’t matter. The 
goal of the gospel is to experience joy in Christ no mat-
ter what trial we are going through, no matter what 
tribulations or persecutions we are going through, no 

In heaven, the pastor was shown his eternal reward. To his 
disappointment, he was given only a small shack. But down the 
street he saw a taxi driver being shown a lovely estate with gar-
dens and a swimming pool. 

“I don’t understand it,” the pastor said. “My whole life I served 
God with everything I had and this is all I get while a mere cabby 
is given a mansion?” 

“It is easy to explain,” said the keeper at Heaven’s gate. 
“When you preached, people slept. When the cabby drove, peo-
ple prayed.” 

September 12, 2016 
 
Jan Reimann called the 

meeting to order with devo-
tions. Present were Jan 
Reimann, Julie Reimann, 
Lanette Branstad, Lisa Dur-
by, Wendell Finer, Bill Schut-
ter, Caroll Carson, Lou Nath, 
and Pastor Steve. Absent 
was Denise Holst. 

Since there wasn’t a 
meeting in August there was 
no secretary’s report. Caroll 
gave the treasurer’s report.  
August offering was 
$4,625.00 with expenses 
being $4,904.03. Wendell 
moved and Bill seconded to 
accept treasurer’s report. 
Motion carried. 

Pastor Steve said that 
since there were only two 
confirmation students, they 
were able to do two lessons 
a day so they will meet every 
other Wednesday. The adult 
Bible study will begin on 
Sept 21. It will be on the 
book “I Am a Church Mem-
ber”. The LCMC district 

meeting will be held at Zion 
in Clear Lake on Nov. 12. 
Zion is having a contempo-
rary service on Saturday 
nights at the newly remod-
eled Hub. 

We discussed purchasing 
our own lawn mower in or-
der to be self-sufficient.  We 
will table this until the annual 
meeting. 

The committee for the fall 
dinner needs to meet and 
decide the date and menu. 
We need to check on the 
holiday times for services. 
Another subject for the an-
nual meeting is to limit the 
menus of fellowship to cook-
ies and coffee.  

There are 22 gravestones 
to level. The rain has kept 
the work from being done. 

The next meeting will be 
Oct 12. Bill moved and Lan-
ette seconded to adjourn the 
meeting. Motion carried. We 
closed with the Lord’s Pray-
er. 
   Respectfully Submitted, 
Lanette Branstad, sec 



10/5—Kim Haugen, Wyatt 
Holland 

10/6—Colette Reimann, 
Jack Holland 

10/7—Brad Ruby 

10/8—Lanette Branstad 

10/12—Louise Nath 

10/20—Lana Heins 

10/21—Terry Durby 

10/25—Joni Bang 

10/26—Paris Reimann 

10/29—Chuck Holland 

10/30—Jodi Fjeld 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to… 

October 7 

Roger & LeAnn Peterson 

October 27 
Kevin & Betty Williams 

 

It is more than likely that 
while on the Ark, Noah got 
milk from the cows. What 
did he get from the ducks? 

Quackers. 

October Usher… 
  Terry Durby, Ty Durby 

October Lectionary… 
  Terry Durby, Lisa Durby 

October Acolyte… 

Faith Finer 

October Altar… 

 Judy Norstrud, Lisa  

Durby 

October Altar Flowers… 

LeAnn Peterson 

October Coffee Servers… 

 10/2—Phyllis Disque & 

Irene Eide 

  10/9—Helen Finer & Ja-

net Haugen 

 10/16—Lisa Durby & 

Jill Holland 

 10/23—Judy Norstrud & 

Rita Schutter 

 10/30—Shirley Hanson 

& Joan West 

Sarah Circle… 

 7 p.m. with Shirley Han-

son 

Naomi Circle… 

 7 p.m. with Denise Holst 

LCMC WOW… 
9 a.m. church cleaning; noon 

lunch: stone soup w/ Sharon 

Holland & Phyllis Disque 

Church Council… 

 Wed., Oct. 12, 7 p.m. 

Bible Study Club… 

   Oct. 23, 7 p.m. TBD 
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we read how Hannah dis-
covered that no one is 
overlooked by God and 
how David bounced back 
from a devastating moral 
failure. Another hero, 
Daniel, who stood firm in 
his convictions; and when 
Thomas voiced his 
doubts, his faith was 
strengthened. 

Year in and year out, 
the Bible outsells the 
most-hyped blockbusters. 
Sales figures tell only part 
of the story—it is the 
most viable entity in our 
modern day culture. It is 
referenced and remarked 
upon continuously as it-
shapes lives and nations. 

Next to the Bible, it has 
been said that books by 
and about Martin Luther 
occupy more library 
shelves than any other 
author. 

Every year we observe 
Reformation Day on Octo-
ber 31, the day when Lu-
ther posted his 95 theses 
on the door of the Witten-
berg Castle church. The 
first two items contained 
the statements that be-

Every Christian ought to 
be a Bible reader. It was 
through Martin Luther’s 
translation of the Bible into 
a language the common peo-
ple could read and under-
stand, and its release to the 
people, that brought about 
the Protestant Reformation. 
It proclaimed liberty to the 
modern world, the greatest 
step forward in human pro-
gress ever known in history. 
Those who read history 
know very well how we owe 
our freedom and all that is 
dear to us directly to the Bi-
ble. 

Remove the old-
fashioned language and the 
unfamiliar customs and we 
find the people in the Bible 
are not all that different 
from us. Even the heroes in 
the Bible reveal themselves 
to be unmistakably human. 
They struggled with fear, 
insecurity and doubt. What 
set them apart was their 
ability to rise above their 
tragic circumstances and 
human frailties. 

Note that Abraham and 
Sarah overcame their self-
reliant tendencies to claim 
God’s incredible promise; 

The Protestant Reformation — thank Luther  
for making the Bible available for all 
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matter what afflictions we 
are going through. Jesus is 
the one who gives us peace 
that passes understanding. 
We may not enjoy the pro-
cess but the end is outstand-
ing. Why? Because no mat-
ter the outcome, we still 
win! If God wills, we will 
have victory this side of 
heaven. If God wills, we will 
go home to Him in heaven. 
Either way, we win! 

Yes, we know that bad 
things happen to all of us.  
It’s not a question of if but 
rather a question of when.  
God is gracious and merci-
ful. He will answer as we 
call upon Him, in His time 
and in His way. Keep on 
praying as Jesus taught us, 
“Lord, Your will be done.”  
God is with us. He hasn’t 
abandoned us. Can we trust 
Him even in the bad times?  
“Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge 
Him and He will direct your 
path.”   

Thank you for your pray-
ers.  God bless you! See you 
in church! 

Pastor Steve 
 

VBS was a big hit at West Prairie 

 
August 4th was a day to 

remember for the 30 kids, 
ages   2016 Vacation Bible 
School was 5 to 11 who at-
tended the one-night Vaca-
tion Bible School program.  

“Becoming An Avenger” 
was presented by Zion Clear 
Lake Lutheran Church youth 
leaders. The theme was 
based on Romans 13:4, “For 
he the servant of God, an 
Avenger who carries out 
God's wrath on the wrong-

doer.” The kids were shown 
how to “suit up” for battle 
using the Armor of God: the 
Helmet of Salvation, the 
Breastplate of Righteous-
ness, the Sword of the Spirit, 
the Shield of Faith, the Belt 
of Truth, and the Shoes of 
Peace.  

The top picture shows 
the enthusiasm generated 
by the leaders. Below is the 
float that was in the Clear 
Lake July 4th parade. 

lievers seek repentance and 
that faith alone leads to sal-
vation. 

Luther was also a firm be-
liever that music was an es-
sential part of worship. Our 
Lutheran hymnal contains 20 
of his compositions, one of 
the most well-known is “A 
Mighty Fortress is Our God,”  
referencing Psalm 46. 

It was noted  Luther’s 
opinion of the Quran after 
reading a Latin translation 
was that the Muslim faith is a 
tool of the devil. He was indif-
ferent to its practice as well 
as other false beliefs. He 
wanted all religious publica-
tions exposed to scrutiny and 
opposed banning them. 

The best thing that the 
church can do immerse God’s 
Word into the lives of all its 
people. This is the one thing 
that would go further in solv-
ing problems, individual, so-
cial and national than any 
other single thing. God’s 
Word is the best weapon the 
church has. 

The church is to hold 
Christ before the people. It 
was founded by Christ, not 
man. Christ is the heart of the 
church and its Lord, existing 
solely to bear witness to 
Christ.  

 
 
 


