
SERMON NOTES. . .  

“The Blessings of Mothers” Exodus 20:12  

1. “_____________ your father and mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12)  

2. “For this reason a man will leave his father and ___________ and 
be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” (Genesis 
2:24)  

3. Parents have a special place in _______________ sight. Even those 
who find it difficult to get along with their parents are to honor 
them.  

4. “A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son ____________ 
to his mother.” (Proverbs 10:1)  

5. During a visit to Jerusalem to observe the Passover, Jesus, who 
was 12 years old, went off to the _____________ where he taught the 
adults.  

6. It is both sweet and ______________ to see our children become 
adults but the time comes to step back and let go, in spite of the 
hurt.  

7. If the Son of __________ obeyed his parents, how much more 
should we honor and obey our parents.  

8. Jesus was not denying his responsibility to his earthly family in 
Matthew 12 but he was pointing out that ______________ relation-
ships are as binding as physical ones.  

9. Jesus would have given his mother grief when he was hanging 
on the _______________.  

10. Jesus asked his close friend, _____________, to care for his  
mother.  

11. It wasn’t all pain for Mary as she was one of the first ones to 
be blessed with the _______________________ on the Day of Pentecost.  

12. We regard Mary as a wonderful role model for all mothers but 
nowhere in the Bible does it say we should _____________ her or 
pray to her. We worship Jesus, true God and true man.  
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Worship Service for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
11:00 a.m., May 14, 2017 

Prelude 

Pastoral Greeting 
Please stand if you are able. 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness ............. page 77 

Opening Hymn, We Praise You. O God .................................. LBW #241 

Kyrie ............................................................................................... page 78 

Hymn of Praise .......................................................................... page 79 

Prayer of the Day 

  (All) O God, form the minds of Your faithful people into 
a single will. Make us love what You command and desire 
what You promise, that, amid all the changes of this 
world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
You may be seated. 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60  
  The Choosing of the Seven  
     In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, 
the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the  
Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the dis-
ciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect 
the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who 
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the word.”  
   This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip,  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Today. . .  
    7 p.m. Youth Group  
 

Wednesday, May 17 . . .  
   7 p.m. Adult Bible Study  
 

Next Sunday, May 21 . . .  
   10:15-10:45 a.m. Fellowship  
   11 a.m. Worship Service  
   7 p.m. Youth Group  
 

Happy Mothers’ Day to all mothers. God Bless you.  
 

Happy Belated Birthday to Julie Reimann on February 15th. 
Her name was inadvertently omitted in the February newsletter. 
 

Graduation Reception today (May 14th) from 4 to 7 p.m. for 
Caitlin Fjeld, daughter of Gene and Jodi Fjeld, at their home, 
35609 155th Ave., Forest City. Everyone is invited!  
 

West Prairie Graduates will be presented with specially-made 
quilts by WOW during worship service next Sunday.  
 

Graduation Reception Saturday, May 20th, 1 to 5 p.m. for Julia 
Holland, daughter of Jeff and Tammy Holland, at their home, 
37753 140th Ave., Forest City. Everyone is invited!  
 

Graduation Reception Saturday, May 20th, 2 to 6 p.m. for  
Halle Jo Johnson, daughter of Lana Heins and Mark Johnson, at 
the Leland Community Center. Everyone is invited!  
 

Graduation Reception Saturday, May 20th from 4 to 7 p.m. for 
Rachel Holst, daughter of Bryon and Denise Holst, at Lake Mills 
Civic Center (across the street from Teluwut). Everyone is invit-
ed!  
 

Prayer List — Health concerns for Jonie Bang, Denise Holst, 
Elaine Ritz, Carver Moffat, Marlys Haugen, Pat Hagen, Mike 
Haack, Dale Zingg, Dorothy Kall, Ben Charlson, Monte Branstad, 
Blanche Durby, Eldora Reil; Angela Haugen serving in the mili-
tary. All prayer requests can be submitted to Pastor Steve @641-
590-7894; or leave a message on the church answering system 
@641-567-3733.  



 
 
 
Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask Me for any-
thing in My name, and I will do it.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Response: Praise to You, O Christ ......................................................... page 83 

Hymn: Happy Is the Home When God is There  ............ Grey Book #540  
The Sermon: Pastor Steve Bang  
    “The Blessings of Mothers” Exodus 20:12  

Hymn: A Christian Home ................................. Grey Hymn Book #538  

Apostles’ Creed ......................................................................... page 85 

Prayer 

Congregational Response: Hear my prayer. 
Sharing of the peace. 

You may be seated. 

Offering 
Please stand. 

Offertory, Create In Me a Clean Heart ........................................ page 96 

Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer.................................................................... page 97 

Benediction ................................................................................ page 97 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

Closing Hymn: On What Has Now Been Sown ......................LBW #261  
Postlude  
 
Pastor: Steve Bang  
Organist: Ruth Sheldon  
Lectionary: Janet Haugen  
Ushers: Roger Peterson, Mark Peterson  
Acolyte: Jack Holland  

 

 

 

 

Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas from Anti-
och, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  
    So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jeru-
salem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became 
obedient to the faith.  
    Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, did  
great wonders and miraculous signs among the people. Oppo-
sition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria 
as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began 
to argue with Stephen.  
    To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! You 
stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You 
are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 
Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? 
They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Right-
eous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered Him— 
you who have received the law that was put into effect 
through angels but have not obeyed it.”  
    When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their 
teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  
    At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of  
their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city 
and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their 
clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
    While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” The he fell on his knees and cried out, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he fell asleep.  
    And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.  
    Here ends the reading. 
Psalm 146 (responsively)  
    L: Praise the Lord.  
C: Praise the Lord, my soul.  
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    But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises 
of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people 
of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  

Here ends the lesson. 
Alleluia............................................................................................................page 83 
THE GOSPEL: John 14:1-14  
Response: Glory to You, O Lord ............................................................. page 83  
    “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; be-
lieve also in Me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that 
were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also 
may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am 
going.”  
    Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we don’t know where You are 
going, so how can we know the way?”  
    Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through Me. If you really know 
Me, you will know My Father as well. From now on, you do 
know Him and have seen Him.”  
    Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us.”  
    Jesus answered: “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I 
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 
Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Fa-
ther’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in Me? The words I say to you I do not speak on My 
own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is do-
ing His work. Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in Me; or at least believe on the evidence of 
the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes 
in Me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Fa-
ther. And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the  
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    L: I will praise the Lord all my life;  
C: I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.  
    L: Do not put your trust in princes,  
C: in human beings, who cannot save.  
    L: When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;  
C: on that very day their plans come to nothing.  
    L: Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,  
C: whose hope is in the Lord their God.  
    L: He is the Maker of heaven and earth,  
C: the sea, and everything in them—He remains faithful for-
ever.  
    L: He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the 
hungry.  
C: The Lord sets prisoners free,  
    L: the Lord gives sight to the blind,  
C: the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord 
loves the righteous.  
   L: The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fa-
therless and the widow,  
C: but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.  
    L: The Lord reigns forever,  
C: your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord.  
 

SECOND LESSON: I Peter 2:2-10  
    Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by  
it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tast-
ed that the Lord is good.  
    As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by humans 
but chosen by God and precious to Him— you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a 
stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one 
who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.” Now to you 
who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not 
believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cor-
nerstone,” and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a 
rock that makes them fall.”  
    They stumble because they disobey the message—which  
is also what they were destined for.  
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