
SERMON NOTES. . . 

“Time to Seek the Lord”   Isaiah 55:6 

1.  “Seek the Lord while he may be found; ______________ on him 

while he is near.”  (Isaiah 55:6) 

2.  No sin can be more devastating to the church or more 

deadly to the individual that the sin of ________________________. 

3.  Indifference = “without interest or concern, not caring, 

____________. 

4.  Israel discovered that being indifferent to the Lord and the 

things of God is a ________________ position to be in. 

5.  Some perceive God as being _______________ and don’t believe 

He will reward them for their diligence or punish them for 

their slackness. 

6.  One cause of spiritual apathy is _____________ in our life. 

7.  Another cause of spiritual apathy is allowing ‘dead 

_______________’ to replace a true love for Jesus Christ. 

8.  The Lord’s condemnation of the Ephesian church was, “You 

have forsaken your first _____________.”  (Rev. 2:4) 

9.  What is the solution to spiritual apathy?  1) 

R___________________  2) R_________________  3) R_____________. 

10.  ____________ loves apathy.  We must stay alert to tempta-

tions. 

11.  When the prodigal son returned to the father he found his 

father’s arms open wide.  God says in turning to Him we find 

_____________ & pardon. 

12.  “How shall we _______________ if we neglect so great a salva-

tion, which at first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed to us by those who heard him?”  (Heb. 2:3) 

 

 



Welcome to West Prairie Lutheran Church! 
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)  

40041 150th Ave., P.O. Box 9, Leland, IA 50453 
Steve Bang, pastor 

Please sign the attendance sheets located at the end of each pew.  
If you are a visitor, please include your mailing address. 

We invite you to join us again! 

8:30 a.m. — September 24, 2017 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 
All who are baptized in the Christian faith and have accepted Jesus Christ                      

as their Lord and Savior are invited to celebrate the Lord's Supper.  

Prelude 

Pastoral Greeting 
Please stand if you are able. 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness .............. page 77 

Opening Hymn, Let the Whole Creation Cry  .................. LBW #242 

Kyrie ................................................................................................ page 78 

Hymn of Praise This is the Feast .......................................... page 81 

Prayer of the Day 

   (All) Almighty and eternal God, You know our problems 
and our weaknesses better than we ourselves. In Your 
love and by Your power help us in our confusion and, in 
spite of our weakness, make us firm in faith; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
You may be seated. 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 55:6-9 

Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while 
He is near. Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unright-
eous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and He will 
have mercy on them, and to our God, for He will freely par-
don. 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways My ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today. . . 
 11 a.m. Bible Study Club, noon potluck, movie 
 7 p.m. Youth Group 
Tuesday,  Sept. 26. . . 
 7 p.m. Adult Bible Study  
Wednesday,  Sept. 27. . . 
 3 p.m. Confirmation Class  
Next Sunday, October 1 . . .  
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service w/Holy Communion 
 9:30 a.m. Fellowship 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Fall Dinner committee meeting will be held in the fellowship 
hall Sunday, Oct. 8th after worship service. If you cannot at-
tend, please notify Shirley Hanson.   

Mark your calendar for Saturday, Oct. 14, when Zion Luther-
an of Clear Lake will host an LCMC 500th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Reformation with worship, fellowship and a special 
choir comprised of members from various local congrega-
tions. More information will forthcoming on this exciting 
event.  

Prayer List — Health concerns for Elinor Halverson (sister of 
Judy Norstrud), Jonie Bang, Leah Branstad, Alan Goranson, 
Denise Holst, Misty Juveland, Marlys Haugen, Blanche Durby, 
Dale Zingg, Elaine Ritz, Carver Moffat, Mike Haack, Dorothy 
Kall, Ben Charlson, Monte Branstad, Eldora Reil; Angela 
Haugen in the military. All prayer requests can be submitted 
to www.westprairiechurch.com/prayer; leave a message on 
the church answering system @641-567-3733; or call Pastor 
Steve @641-590-7894.  



Please stand. 

Offertory, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful .................................. page 86 

Prayer:  ........................................................................................... page 87 

The Great Thanksgiving ........................................................ page 88 

The Words of Institution ....................................................... page 89 

The Lord’s Prayer ..................................................................... page 91 

Prayer 
You may be seated.  

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please follow direction of ushers. 

Communion Hymns ................ Grey Hymn Book #’s 24, 35, 443 
Please Stand. 

Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord ............ page 92 & 93 

Prayer ............................................................................................. page 94 

Benediction .................................................................................. page 97 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

Closing Hymn,  O Jesus, I Have Promised ......................... LBW #503 

 
Pastor: Steve Bang 
Pianist: Sandy Damm 
Lectionary: Caroll Carson 
Ushers: John Haugen and Bryan Holst 
Acolyte: Madison Branstad 
 

Here ends the Old Testament reading. 

Psalm 27:1-9 (responsively) 
   L: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I 
fear? 
C:  The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall 
I be afraid? 
   L: When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, 
C:  it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stum-
bled and fell. 
   L: Though an army should encamp against me,  
C:  yet my heart shall not be afraid; 
   L: and though war should rise up against me, 
C:  yet will I put my trust in Him. 
   L: One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; 
C:  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life; 
   L: to behold the fair beauty of the Lord 
C: and to seek Him in His temple. 
   L: For in the day of trouble He shall keep me safe in His 
shelter; 
C:  He shall hide me in the secrecy of His dwelling and set 
me high upon a rock. 
   L: Even now He lifts up my head 
C:  above my enemies found about me. 
   L: Therefore I will offer in His swelling an oblation with 
sounds of great gladness; 
C:  I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
Paul’s Chains Advance the Gospel 
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what 

has happened to me has actually served to advance the Gos-
pel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole pal-
ace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 
And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters 
have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to 
proclaim the Gospel without fear. 

For I know that through your prayers and God’s provision 
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will 



“He went out again about noon and about three in the after-
noon and did the same thing. About five in the afternoon he 
went out and found still others standing around. He asked 
them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing 
nothing?’ 

 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, begin-
ning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 

“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon 
came and each received a denarius. So when those came who 
were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one 
of them also received a denarius. When they received it, they 
began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These who were 
hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
work and the heat of the day.’ 

“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to 
you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take 
your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the 
same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money? Or are you envious because I am gener-
ous?’ 

“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Response: Praise to You, O Christ ........................................... page 83 
You may be seated. 

The Sermon: Pastor Steve Bang 

    “Time to Seek the Lord” Isaiah 55:6 

Hymn, Jesus, the Very Thought of You  .................................. LBW #316 

Nicene Creed ............................................................................... page 84 

Prayer 

Congregational Response: Hear my prayer. 
Sharing of the peace. 

You may be seated. 

Offering 

turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly expect and hope that I 
will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so 
that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, wheth-
er by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am 
torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I 
remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I will re-
main, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and 
joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your 
boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner wor-
thy of the Gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 
or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you 
stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the 
faith of the Gospel without being frightened in any way by 
those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be 
destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. For it 
has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to be-
lieve in Him, but also to suffer for Him, since you are going 
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I 
still have. 

Here ends the reading. 
Please stand. 

Alleluia:  ........................................................................................... page 83 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

Response: Glory to You, O Lord ............................................. page 83 
The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 

out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. He 
agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into 
his vineyard. 

“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others 
standing in the marketplace doing nothing. He told them, 
‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. 


