
SERMON NOTES. . . 

“Change is not a Dirty Word”   Philippians 2:12,13 

1.  “My beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only 
in my presence but much more in my absence, work ________ 
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works _____ you, both to will and to work for His good pleas-
ure.”   

2.  _____________ is a word that get a lot of attention. 

3.  God’s desire is for there to be a change in the way we live 
so there can be a change in where we spend eternity and that 
change is called ______. 

4.  Paul didn’t tell us to ‘work _______’ our salvation.  Instead he 
said to work it out since it is God who works in us. 

5.  God is telling us to accept personal responsibility for our 
__________. 

6.  The word for ‘works’ is where we get out word ‘energizer’ 
or ‘energy’.  ___________ is the energizer for change. 

7.  If we want to get serious about change, we need to get into 
the ___________ and let the Bible get into us. 

8.  The Bible says, “___________ comes by hearing and hearing by 
the Word of God.”  (Rom. 10:17) 

9.  The Greek word for ‘power’ is ‘dunamis’ and is where we 
get our English word ‘_______________’. 

10.  God isn’t interested in our comfort or happiness as much 
as He is in our becoming more like His ____________. 

11.  If God allowed ______________ as part of Jesus’ life so that he 
could learn obedience, then it’s a good bet suffering will be 
part of our lives. 

12.  The way we ____________ determines the way we feel and 
the way we feel determines the way we act. 

13.  Everyday you wake up, you make a ____________. 



Welcome to West Prairie Lutheran Church! 
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)  

40041 150th Ave., P.O. Box 9, Leland, IA 50453 
Steve Bang, pastor 

Please sign the attendance sheets located at the end of each pew.  
If you are a visitor, please include your mailing address. 

We invite you to join us again! 

8:30 a.m. — October 1, 2017 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 
All who are baptized in the Christian faith and have accepted Jesus Christ                      

as their Lord and Savior are invited to celebrate the Lord's Supper.  

Prelude 

Pastoral Greeting 
Please stand if you are able. 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness .............. page 77 

Opening Hymn, Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  .. LBW #250, 1-4 

Kyrie ................................................................................................ page 78 

Hymn of Praise This is the Feast .......................................... page 81 

Prayer of the Day 

   (All) O God, You declare Your almighty power chiefly in 
showing mercy ad pity. Grant us the fullness of Your 
grace, that, pursuing what You have promised, we may 
share Your heavenly glory; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
You may be seated. 

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The One Who Sins Will Die 
The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you people 

mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: ‘The 
parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge’? As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you 
will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For everyone be-
longs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike be-
long to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.  

Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Is-

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today. . . 
 7 p.m. Youth Group 
Wednesday,  October 4. . . 
 6 p.m. Sarah Circle at the church, Louise, hostess 
 7 p.m. Naomi Circle, hosted by Jodi Fjeld 
Thursday,  October 5. . . 
     7 p.m. Adult Bible Study  
Next Sunday, October 8 . . .  
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service  
 9:30 a.m. Fellowship 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Pastor Bang and Jonie  will be on vacation from October 16-
23. In emergency, you may contact him at 641-590-7894. 

WP Fall Dinner is scheduled for Nov. 5th. Sign-up sheets are 
in the fellowship hall requesting to bring either potato casse-
role or dessert for the dinner. 

500th Anniversary of  Martin Lutheran Reformation celebra-
tion will be held Saturday, Oct. 14, beginning at 2 p.m. at Zion 
Lutheran Church sanctuary of Clear Lake. For those interest-
ed, a special choir comprised of members from various local 
congregations will hold a practice session at 1 p.m. After a ser-
vice with holy communion, guests will walk to The Dock for a 
continuation of the celebration and refreshments. 

Prayer List — Elinor Halverson (sister of Judy Norstrud), 
Jonie Bang, Leah Branstad, Alan Goranson, Denise Holst, Misty 
Juveland, Marlys Haugen, Blanche Durby, Dale Zingg, Elaine 
Ritz, Carver Moffat, Mike Haack, Dorothy Kall, Ben Charlson, 
Monte Branstad, Eldora Reil; Angela Haugen in the military. 
All prayer requests can be submitted to 
www.westprairiechurch.com/prayer; leave a message on the 
church answering system @641-567-3733; or call Pastor Ste-
ve @641-590-7894.  



Benediction .................................................................................. page 97 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

Closing Hymn,  I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name ........... LBW #342 

 
Pastor: Steve Bang 
Pianist: Melissa Phillips 
Lectionary: Lori Jacobs 
Ushers: Steven and Colette Reimann 
Acolyte: Gabby Branstad 
 

raelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 
If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and 
commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have 
committed they will die. But if a wicked person turns away 
from the wickedness they have committed and does what is 
just and right, they will save their life. Because they consider 
all the offenses they have committed and turn away from 
them, that person will surely live; they will not die. Yet the 
Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways 
unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you accord-
ing to your own ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! 
Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your 
downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have commit-
ted, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, 
people of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of any-
one, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live! 

Here ends the Old Testament reading. 

Psalm 25:1-10 (responsively) 
   L: To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in 
You; 
C:  Let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph 
over me. 
   L: Let none who look to You be put to shame; 
C: let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
   L: Show me Your ways, O Lord, 
C:  and teach me Your paths. 
   L: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
C:  for You are the God of my salvation; in You have I 
trusted all the day long. 
   L: Remember, O Lord, Your compassion and love, 
C:  for they are everlasting. 
   L: Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgres-
sions; 
C: remember me according to Your love and for the sake 
of Your goodness, O Lord. 
   L: Gracious and upright is the Lord; 
C:  therefore He teaches sinners in His way. 



things. John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from 
heaven, or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ He will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe Him?’ 
But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, 
for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered 
Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then He said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Response: Praise to You, O Christ ........................................... page 83 
You may be seated. 

The Sermon: Pastor Steve Bang 

    “Change Is Not a Dirty Word” Philippians 2:12-13 

Hymn, Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  ................................. LBW #315 

Nicene Creed ............................................................................... page 84 

Prayer 

Congregational Response: Hear my prayer. 
Sharing of the peace. 

You may be seated. 

Offering 
Please stand. 

Offertory, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ................................. page 86 

Prayer:  .......................................................................................... page 87 

The Great Thanksgiving........................................................ page 88 

The Words of Institution ...................................................... page 89 

The Lord’s Prayer ..................................................................... page 91 

Prayer 
You may be seated.  

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please follow direction of ushers. 

Communion Hymns ........... Grey Hymn Book #’s 601, 625, 677 
Please Stand. 

Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord ............ page 92 & 93 

Prayer ............................................................................................. page 94 

   L: He guides the humble in doing right 
C:  and teaches His way to the lowly. 
   L: All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness 
C:  to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 
   L: For Your name’s sake, O Lord, 
C: forgive my sin, for it is great. 

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 
Imitating Christ’s Humility 
Therefore, if you have any encouragement from being 

united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any com-
mon sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility val-
ue others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of the others. 

Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you 
may become blameless and pure, “children of God without 
fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will 
shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to 
the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of 
Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. But even if I am be-
ing poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and ser-
vice coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of 
you. So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

Here ends the reading. 
Please stand. 

Alleluia:  ........................................................................................... page 83 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-27 

Response: Glory to You, O Lord ............................................. page 83 
The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teach-
ing, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
Him. “By what authority are You doing these things?” they 
asked. “And who gave You this authority?” 

Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you an-
swer Me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these 


