
SERMON NOTES . . . 

“One Thing”    Philippians 2:10-14 

1.  “Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it.  But _______ thing I do: forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.”    

2.  Paul is convinced that his _________ is not worth taking time 
away from the present or from the future. 

3.  “No one having put their hand to the plow and looking 
back, is fit for the ______________ of God.”  (Lk. 9:62) 

4.  Jesus pointed out to the rich young man that he loved his 
__________ more than he loved God. 

5.  In order to be a follower of Christ, one must be willing to 
transfer ownership of ___________ possessions, of all things to 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

6.  If you have not given everything to God, then like the rich 
young man, you still lack one thing… a total __________________ to 
Christ. 

7.  In the story of Mary and Martha, ____________ chose the one 
thing needed… to be with Jesus, to focus on Jesus, to fellow-
ship with Jesus. 

8.  Like _____________, many of us try to juggle a multitude of 
things in our lives.  What is our priority in life? 

9.  “I stand at the door and _____________.  If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in with them and eat 
with them, and they with me.”  (Rev. 3:20) 

10.  The words of Jesus to the church at Laodicea were spoken 
to believers that had their __________________ all mixed up. 

11.  We are reminded that Jesus knocks on the door of our 
____________ each and every day.  Will we open it? 
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Worship Service for the 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 a.m., October 8th, 2017 

Prelude 

Pastoral Greeting 
Please stand if you are able. 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness ............. page 77 

Opening Hymn,  We Praise You, O God ................................. LBW #241 

Kyrie ............................................................................................... page 78 

Hymn of Praise .......................................................................... page 79 

Prayer of the Day 

(All)  Lord God, You call us to work in Your vineyard and 
leave no one standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work 
of Your kingdom, and help us to order our lives by Your 
wisdom; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
You may be seated. 

FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 5:1-7 
The Song of the Vineyard 

I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My 
loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. He dug it up and 
cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. He 
built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then 
he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad 
fruit. 

“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge 
between Me and My vineyard. What more could have been 
done for My vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked 
for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? Now I will tell 
you what I am going to do to My vineyard: I will take away its 
hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and 
it will be trampled. I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned 
nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I will 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today. . . 
 7 p.m. Youth Group 

Tuesday, October 10. . . 
 7 p.m. Adult Bible Study 

Wednesday, October 11. . . 
 9 a.m. WOW quilting; noon: Stone Soup lunch 
 7 p.m. Church Council 

Saturday, October 14 . . . 
 2-4 p.m. Reformation at Zion, Clear Lake 

Next Sunday, October 15 . . . 
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service  
 9:30 Fellowship  
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 11 a.m. Bible Study Group with Sharon Holland, hostess 
 7 p.m. Youth Group 

Bible Study Club meets next Sunday after Sunday School 
with a potluck dinner followed by a movie. 

Secret Prayer Partners Revelation Party will be held Sun-
day, October 22 at 11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Pastor and Jonie Bang will be on vacation from Oct. 16-23. If 
you should need a pastor, Dr. Pat Hall and Pastor Jason Miller 
of Zion will be available. Call 641-357-5261. 

Announcements can be sent to westprairie.lc@gmail.com. 
November newsletter articles are due October 25th.  

Prayer List — Health concerns for Jonie Bang, Leah Bran-
stad, Alan Goranson, Denise Holst, Misty Juveland, Marlys 
Haugen, Blanche Durby, Dale Zingg, Elaine Ritz, Carver 
Moffat, Mike Haack, Dorothy Kall, Ben Charlson, Monte Bran-
stad, Eldora Reil; Angela Haugen in the military. All prayer 
requests can be submitted to www.westprairiechurch.com/
prayer; leave a message on the church answering system 
@641-567-3733; or call Pastor Steve @641-590-7894.  



Sharing of the peace. 

You may be seated. 

Offering 
Please stand. 

Offertory, Create In Me a Clean Heart........................................ page 96 

Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer ................................................................... page 97 

Benediction ................................................................................ page 97 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

Closing Hymn, Onward, Christian Soldiers ........................ LBW #509 

Postlude 

Pastor: Steve Bang 

Pianist: Nancy Larson 

Lectionary: Lori Jacobs 

Ushers: Steve and Colette Reimann 

Acolyte: Gabby Branstad 

 

command the clouds not to rain on it.” 
The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the nation of Israel, 

and the people of Judah are the vines He delighted in. And He 
looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but 
heard cries of distress. 

Here ends the Old Testament reading. 

Psalm 80:7-19 (responsively) 
   L: Restore us, O God Almighty; 
C:  make Your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 
   L: You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
C:  You drove out the nations and planted it. 
   L: You prepared the ground for it; 
C:  it took root and filled the land. 
   L: The mountains were covered by its shadow 
C:  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
   L: You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
C:  and its branches to the river. 
   L: Why have You broken down its wall, 
C:  so that all who pass by pick its grapes? 
L: The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
C:  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
   L: Return to us, O God Almighty! 
C:  Look down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine, 
   L: the root Your right hand has planted, 
C:  the Son You have raised up for yourself. 
   L: Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; 
C:  at Your rebuke Your people perish. 
   L: Let Your hand rest on the Man at Your right hand, 
C:  the Son of Man You have raised up for Yourself. 
   L: Then we will not turn away from You 
C: Revive us, and we will call on Your name. 
   L:  Restore us, O Lord God Almighty; 

C:  make Your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 3:4-14 
For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God 

by His Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confi-



his fruit. 
“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed an-

other, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, 
more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the 
same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will re-
spect my son,’ he said. 

“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 
‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 
So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. 

“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?” 

“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they re-
plied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will 
give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people who will produce its 
fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ para-
bles, they knew He was talking about them. They looked for a 
way to arrest Him, but they were afraid of the crowd because 
the people held that He was a prophet. 

Response: Praise to You, O Christ ......................................................... page 83 
You may be seated. 

Hymn, Lead On, O King Eternal! ............................................. LBW #495  

The Sermon: Pastor Steve Bang 

    “One Thing”  Philippians 2:10-14 

Hymn, O Master, Let Me Walk with You ................................. LBW #492 

Please stand. 

Apostles’ Creed ......................................................................... page 85 

Prayer 

Congregational Response: Hear my prayer. 
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dence in the flesh— though I myself have reasons for such 
confidence. 

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence 
in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of He-
brews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecut-
ing the church; as for righteousness based on the law, fault-
less. 

But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the 
sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss be-
cause of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 
garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not hav-
ing a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that 
comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ—
yes, to know the power of His resurrection and participation 
in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do 
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing 
I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Here ends the lesson. 
Please stand. 

Alleluia:  ............................................................................................................ page 83 

The Gospel:  Matthew 21:33-46 

Response: Glory to You, O Lord .............................................................. page 83 
The Parable of the Tenants 
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress 
in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to 
some farmers and moved to another place. When the harvest 
time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect 
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